HOPE

for a
Fear-Filled World

M illionsof youngmen foughtand died in a globd struggle which it was hoped would
make an end of aggression and rid theworld of fear. When the objectives of tha struggle
were announe@d, oneof them was declared to befreedom fromfear. It was a noble
objective, but when thewar which was foughtto obtain it was blasted to a close by the
dropping of those first atomic bombson Japanese cities, it left thehearts of al filled with
amore dreadful fear than had ever before been experienced by man. And, as thoughtha
were not sufficient to destroy faith in human objectives, thefailure of every effort since
to settle differences among nations which, if not settled, will soone or later lead to
another globd war, has caused that fear to increase.

Andtheeisrea causefor fear, for nowthewhole world knows that no naion can be
assured of immunity from destruction by nudear warfare. Thecities of the United States
may well become piles of rubble similar to those which marred thebeauty of much of
that part of God® earth which is Europe And as everybody knows, whilethis in itself
will mean aterrible loss of life, theaftermath of chaoswould be still worse, for it would
precludethelast possible chance theworld has of even a partial recovery of economic
stability.

NO EVIDENT SOLUTIONS

Thefears of theworld today are deeply rooted in thefailure of human leadersto find
workable solutionsfor the probems engendeed by selfishness and hared. Therewas a
timeN that is, prior to the First World WarN when the wise men of earth weretelling the
people tha the human race, by a process of evolution, were steadily progressing toward a
highe state of civilization and tha wars would soonbecome athing of thepast. The
world is getting better, they said, and soonwe will have a utopia of peace and goodwill,
which has been the dream of the prophés and the songof the pods.

As proof that this bright out ook for thefuture was judified, we were remindel of the
progress of education and were told tha an enlightened world would know better than to
attempt the settlement of internationd disputes by means of war. We were asked also to
congder the advancements in science, that thistoowould contribute to lasting peace
amongthe naions Furthermore, it was claimed that Christianity was making such rapid
gansin theearth that soonthewhole world would become so thoroughly imbued with
the philosophy of JesusOSermon on the Mounttha war would beimpossible.

We know too well how all those and the many other claims that were made before the
First World War have miserably failed. Thehorrible implicationsof these failures did not
at first davn uponmankind. The propagandamachines of the variousnaionsengaged in
thefirst globd conflict saw to it tha themindsof the people were turned away from the
stark fact tha aworld had begunto come to an end. We weretold, for example, that the
war was caused by naionswhich were notruled by democratic forms of government, and
tha in order to prevent another such catastrophewe mus now wagewar to the bitter end



to make theworld safe for democracy. This soundel good,because all would like to see
theworld safe for democaracy, for, after al, democracy isthe best form of govenment
known to man. But theworld was not made safe for democracy. Mog of the European
world was, indead, made safe for dictatorship. Theonly real changewhich had been
forced by the First World War was tha hereditary ruling houses gave place to dictators:
and these were quite willing to, and did, plungetheworld into another war. Theforces of
democracy had actudly log groundas aresult of the First World War, and, in the
emergency, even these United States became threatened with dictatorshipN at least, so
said the politicians In any case, theworld was not made safe for democaracy.

Theforces of science, education, and religion have failed to prevent the second globd
struggle in onegeneration. We were told tha in aworld where there was no want and no
fear, and where both individuds and groupswere free to say and pubiish wha they
thoughtwould befor the best interests of all, there would be no causes of war. So,
throughwar, there was an energetic effort to make theworld free from want, free from
fear, andto giveit freedomof expressonaongpditical and religiouslines. It wasa
noble task, butit failed. Now, while we are enjoying afitful, uncertain peace, it is a peace
tha isthreatened onthe onehand by thefact tha so largea portion of thehuman raceis
dowly starving to death, and onthe other hand because so many naionshave ungable
econonies after emerging from behind theiron curtain of censorship and continueto
have supicionsand misundestanding, which are the seeds of war. Meanwhile, fear
grows apace, so tha even themod fortunae of the naionsare by necessity burdened
with the maintenance of gigantic military organizations in order, asthey claim, to
prevent war, or in case they fail in this, to beready for war, when they can nolonge hold
outagang itsinevitability, occasoned by thefears and wants of a cheotic, starving
world.

OUR DAY IN PROPHECY

While this time of fear and distress came upontheworld unexpectedly and despite the
claims of an ever-advandngcivilization, it was nota surprise to careful students of the
Bible; for throughoutits pages God®@inpired prophets had predicted it. The Prophé
Daniel, for example, foretold this very erain human experience and described it asa
Qime of trouble such as never was since there was a nation O(Dan. 12:1) Jesus quoied
this prophecy of Daniel, and explained tha its fulfillment would beat thetime of his
Second Presence and theend of theage

Jesus outlined some of the ddails of thistime of trouble, saying tha there would be
uponthe earth Qlistress of naions with perplexity,Oand tha the hearts of the people
would fail them for fear as they looked forward to the thingscoming uponthe earth.
(Luke 21:25,26) JesusOreference to thefear tha would fill the hearts of thepeopleis
asufficient to indicate tha he was referring to the present time, for never before has there
been such widespread fear onthe part of thepeople, especially theleaders, asthereis
today. When Jesus said there would be uponthe earth distress of nationswith perplexity,
heilludrated this thoughtby likening it to theroaring of the sea and thewaves. Thisisa
very apt symbol indeed of therestless, discontented masses of mankind today as they
strive hopdesdly to avert the havoc which they fear will bewroughtby theonrushing tide
of human selfishness implemented by thevery science tha at onetime boasted its ability
to lead theworld into peace and goodwill.



TheProphe David also foretold thistime in which we are living: and, like Jesus he
too likened the chaos of theworld to therelentless lashing of the sea and waves, asthe
clamorousdemandsof men and naionsstrike outagaing the bulwarks of acivilization
tha was once thoughtto beimpregnable. David@ prophey is addressed to those who
have faith in the Word of God, and of those he declares, Orherefore will we notfear,
thoughthe earth be removed, and thoughthe mourtainsbe carried into themidg of the
sea; thoughthe waters thereof roa and betroubled, thoughthe mountins shake with the
swelling thereof. (N Ps. 462,3

QVe will notfear, Odeclares the prophd. As Chrigtians, we need notfear whé is
coming upontheearth; tha is, we will notfear if we acquant ourselves with the
prophesies of the Bible and have faith in wha they declare concerning today and
tomorrow. The prophecies of the Bible contain the only genuine explanation of the cause
of present world distress, and furnish the only hopeful view of thefind outcome of this
present dark period of fear. To know the plan of God pertaining to human destiny isto
have peace and joy in our own hearts, despite thefear with which we are surroundel, and
also bein apostionto radiate comforting assurance to others. According to the Bible,
what isto bethe outcome of thistragic time of fear and distress? It has been said that this
present time has arendezvouswith destiny. Thisisright, but God holdsthecontrolling
hand over that destiny, and theimplicationsare so far-reaching tha theimaginaionis
almog staggered when we try to grasp them. Briefly stated, thefacts, as pointed outin
theWord of God, are these:

We are reaching the end of an agein the plan of God. Y es, even more than that, we are
reaching the end of theworld. It will nat be as many once erroneoudy suppo®d, theend
of the earth (Eccles. 1:4), butthe end of Satan@ rulership over the earth, which isto be
supplanted by therulership of Christ. We are now living at thetime of hisreturn andthe
preparation for the establishment of his kingdom

THE SIGNS OF HIS PRESENCE

When Jesusforetold the characteristics of our day, declaring that it would beatime
when the hearts of the people would befilled with fear, it was in answer to questions
asked him by his disciples. Thos questionswere: OVha shdl bethesign of thy
presence, and of theend of the age?O(Matt. 24:3) In quoing these questionswe have
used a correct trandation of the Greek wordsused by Jesus In the Authorized Version of
the Bible this passageis mistrand ated to read, QVha shdl bethesign of thy coming, and
of the end of the world2OHowever, the disciples were not asking how they might know
when thetime was near for Jesusto return, butrather, howthey would know when he
hadreturned.

The Master@ answer to these questionsfurnishes the only reliable explanation of
present world conditionsand the only genuine hope of better daysto come. It revealsthat
we are nearing the end of the present age and the time of his Second Presence. This, in
turn, meanstha thetimeis near for the fulfillment of those many promises of God®
Word which tell of the blessingsof peace and joy and life which will bemade available
to mankind as aresult of the coming thousand-year reign of Christ, theKing of kingsand
Lord of lords

This does not mean tha Jesuswill reign onthe earth asaman. Hisfirst visit to earth
was as a human being, in order, as heexplained the matter himself, tha he mightgive his



flesh in death for thelife of theworld. (John6:51) But having provided the means of
release from death by the sacrifice of his humanity on Calvary® cross, hewas raised
from thedead a gloriousdivine being, of the same nature as the Creator himself, Gvhom
no man hath seen nor can seeN | Tim. 6:16

By an atogether toolitera interpretation of some of the propheies of God®@Word,
very crudeconaeptionsof Christ@ Second Advent have been develope. It has been
suppo®d by some that when hereturned he would be seen as a man sugpended in the
skies, and simultaneoudy there would betremendaus upheavals of nature in the heavens
and on earth which would dwarf in destructiveness anything man has ever been able to
accomplish, even by theuse of thenudear bonb.

Now we see, however, tha the prophecies which were used as a basis for this
erroneousconaept of the Second Advent of Christ are symbolically descriptive of the
upheaval of man-madeingitutionswhich have formed our civilization. It isthis tha the
propheies describe as the end of theworldN notthe end of the earth, butwhat the
Apodle Paul describes as Qhis present evil world.O(Gal. 1:4) Jesusreferred to Satan, the
Devil, as the Qorince of this world,Ohence the end of theworld meansthe end of Satan®
empire, theend of his sovereignty over the mindsand hearts of men.N John12:31

Every Christian should be glad to note any evidence tending to showtha the end of the
world is near. All mankind will rejoice when they realize that Satan® world has come to
an end; for then they will have the oppotunity of becoming citizensin anew worldN not
another humanly-congructed civilization, buta new order in which theauthority and the
laws will bethose of the kingdomof Christ.

Theworld that is even now coming to an end has never been entirely satisfactory, not
even to those who have been mog enthugastic in ther effortsto perpetude its existence.
True, there has been much goodin it, butsin and evil have predominaed. Sickness, pain,
and death have been the dreaded heritage of all. Hatred and war blighted the hgppiness of
the people and destroyed the peace of thenaions

Fear of worse thingsto come, both here and hereafter, has hdped to rob men and
women of thejoy which temporarily, at least, might otherwise bethers. Truly, asthe
Scriptures declare, it has been an evil world, and the more we study its characteristics the
more we realize tha Jesusknew what hewas talking aboutwhen he declared Satan to be
its prince.

Yes, we can all beglad tha such aworld is coming to an end, andtha, asthe
Scriptures declare, its ruler isto be boundand findly destroyed. Jesussaid that those
living at thistime who had faith in his Word. when they saw thethingstranspire which he
foretold, should lift up ther headswith hopeand rgjoicing, for thetime of ther
ddiverance, and the ddiverance of mankind, fromsin and death would benesr.

ENEMIES DESTROYED

In an inspired prophecy of Christ@ kingdomgiven usby the Apodle Paul he declares
tha Christ mug reignuntl al enemiesare put under his feet andthat thelast enemy to be
destroyed is desth. (I Cor. 15:24-26) Thisindicates tha onepurpo< of thereignof Christ
isfor thedestruction of enemiesN enemies of God, of man, and of righteoushess. While
death will bethelast of these enemies to be eradicated by therulership of Christ, other
enemies will bedestroyed prior to tha time, and anongthefirst of these are the selfish



and sinful ingitutionsof earth which stand in theway of Christ@ rulership of justice and
righteousness. Thedestruction of these implies temporary trouble and distress to the
people who have been hdd in bondaye by them. It isthisthat is described by the Prophe
Daniel as Gatime of trouble, such as never was since there was anaion N Dan. 12:1

In the prophecy of the Second Psalm, Jesusisreferred to as thegresat king of earth
whom God has appointed to rule. It was prophesied tha before hebegan hisreignin
power and glory the nationsof theworld would be experiendng a time of QribulationO
such as was not Gince the beginning of theworld to this time.O(Matt. 24:21) In
connection with this foretold catastrophic overthrow of an order of things this generation
has aready witnessed the destruction of many of the hereditary ruling houses of Europe
and the chaosin world affairs which has followed. In JesusQown propheey of these
events hedeclared tha all thetribes of the earth would moum because of his presence,
and we see the beginning of this mourningtoday in al the counties of theworld.

But we can thank God that this distressis only temporary. Thereturn of Christ was
designed to bring peace and joy and life to adyingworldN and this will bethe ultimate
result. But to accomplish this, anew rulership mug be established, and this callsfor the
overthrow of tha rulership in which Satan has been the unseen and, in mog ingances, the
unrecognized prince.

If you have ever wondeed why the statesmen of the world, enjoying all the advantages
of twentieth century culture and education, have not been able to sngp theworld out of its
tailspin toward destruction, the answer isfoundin the prophesies of the Bible. The
ansver istha adivineinfluence hasintervened in the affairs of men in preparationfor
the establishment of anew orderN an influence tha is gradudly being exerted through
theinvisible presence of thedivine Christ.

But the overthrow of theingitutionsof sin and selfishnessN those ingitutionswhich
have fogered oppression and warN is only the beginning of thework of the divine Christ.
It islike the surgeon®@knife used to save thelife of a dying paient. For approximately six
thousand years the human race has been dying. Man himself has notbeen ableto find a
remedy for the poisonoussting of sin which isinflicting desth uponall. Now Chrigt, the
Great Phydcian, has come to changeall this, and thefirst necessary moveisto place
mankind, the paient, in a new environment, and unde jug and righteouslaws. It isthe
prepaationfor thistha is causng the breakdown of human authority everywhere
throughouttheworld.

IN THE LAST DAYS

Theonly oneswho as yet know the meaning of what is occurringin theearth are those
who by faith are prepared to accept the testimony of the Word of God. To these the
prophecies of the Bible are as abeacon lighttelling them that, despite this darkest of all
periodsman has ever experienced, agloriousnew day is aboutto davn. Thiswill bea
day in which theblessingsof hedlth, joy, peace, and life will radiate from the presence of
Christ, the new king, that glorious, divineruler prophéically described as Qhe Sun of
righteousness,Owho will Garise with healingin hiswingsON Mal. 4:2

Eventudly, however, and notlonghence, we bdieve, al mankind will begin to realize
tha there isapower beng exerted in the affairs of men which supeasedestha of
humanly-condituted govenments. Thiswill become appaent throughthe continued



failure of human efforts to re-establish any permanency of peace and security among
men.

Therulers of theworld today still imaginetha they are more or less the masters of
human destiny, tha thar wisdomand theimpressive strength of their armies will beable
to impose peace uponthenaions God@way of establishing peace is till scomed by the
wise of theworld. But as al ther efforts continueto end in failure, gradudly they will
begin to look up to a highe authority for hdp. This, which is still afuture developmentin
the momentoustime in which we are living, is described by the Prophd Micah as
follows: On thelast daysit shdl come to pass, tha the mountin of the hous of the
LORD shdl beestablished in thetop of themountins and it shdl be exalted abovethe
hills; and people shdl flow unto it. And many nationsshdl come, and say, Come, and let
usgo up to themountin of the LORD, and to the hous of the God of Jacob: and hewill
teach usof hisways, andwe will walk in his paths for thelaw shdl go forth of Zion, and
theword of the LORD from Jerusalem. And he shall judgeamong many people, and
rebukestrongnaionsafar off; andthey shdl beat ther swordsinto plowshares, andther
spearsinto pruninghooks naion shal notlift up asword agang nation, nather shdl
they learn war any more. But they shdl sit every man unde hisvineand unde hisfig
tree; and noneshdl make them afraid: for the mouth of the LORD of hods hath spoken
it.ON Mic. 4:14

Thisisavery comprehensve and reassuring prophecy which, in thelight of current
events, will soonbefulfilled, to the everlasting joy of all mankind. First, notice thetime
identification: On thelast daysit shal come to pass.OThis prophdic expression, the last
days, does notrefer to thetraditiond crack of doam, norto thedestruction of this earth,
nor to theend of human existence onthe earth. It does have reference to thelast days of
Satanic rulership over the people, thelast days of sn and death, thelast days of war, and
thelast days of all thoe evils which have plagued the human race from the days of Eden
until now.

THE PRESENT TIME

We are even now living in the beginning of these propheic Qast days,Oand have
already witnessed the destruction of some of theevils which have afflicted mog of the
naions The hereditary ruling houses of Europe which oppressed the people in thename
of God (but by thar actionsgave every evidence of beng ingired by the Devil), have
already come to an end. And as the divine purposes progress in these last days, we will
eventudly witness the end of totalitarian dictatorship, whether communistic, fascist, or
otherwise. We will also see thelast of war, and thelast of the blighting fear which now
fillsthehearts of thepeople.

Yes, thelast days foretold in the prophecies are aglorioustime in which to beliving,
and ere longit shdl come to pass, even as the prophet has declared, tha the mountain of
thehous of the LORD shdl be established in thetop of themountins and people shdl
flow unto it. Themountain of the LORD isthekingdomof the LORD. Daniedl, in the
second chapter of his prophecy, symbolically depicts human rulership over the earth by a
glamorous humanlike image, and theend of thisrulership is pictured by the destruction
of thisimage Theingrument of destructionis shown to be astone which ultimately
grows untl it becomes a great mountain which fills the whole earth. In hisinterpretation



of thiswondeful prophecy, Danid tells usthat this mountin which fills the whole earth
isthekingdomof God.

The Prophe Micah describes this mountin, or kingdomof the LORD, as themouniin
of thehouse of the LORD. This hous of theLORD is God@® ruling house, made up of
those whomthe Scriptures identify as his own family of sons Jesusis chief amongthese,
and togethe with him will bethose who have accepted theinvitation to suffer and die
with him. To these the promise is given tha they shdl live and reign with him. The
Apodle Paul reassures the followers of the Master on this point, saying, Orhe Spirit itself
beareth witness with our spirit, tha we are the children of God: and if children, then
heirs; hars of God, and joint heirs with Christ; if so betha we suffer with him, tha we
may bealso glorified together. 0N Rom. 8:16,17

Miracle-working divine power guaantees the success of this new govenment. Satan
thoughthe had killed Jesus the Prince of peace and King of kings but divine power
raised him from thedead. Those who have suffered and died with him are raised fromthe
dead in wha the Scriptures designae, the Girst resurrection Otha they mightlive and
reignwith Christ.N Rev. 206

In a prophesy descriptive of thevictoriousrulership of Christ@kingdom Isaiah tells us
that Qhe zeal of theLORD of hogs will perform this.O(Isa. 9:7) When we consder tha
the power of God has already raised the King of kingsfrom thedead and tha divine
power islikewise used to restore his assodate rulersto life, can we doubtthe ability of
the LORD to fulfill al his goodpromises throughhim? Surely not

IN THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAINS

Let ustake further note, therefore, of wha has been promised. The Prophdé Micah
declares tha this ruling house of God shdl beestablished in thetop of the mountins or
kingdomsN that isto say, it will occupy a controlling postionin the affairs of al naions
for, as |saiah states, GDf theincrease of his govanment and peace there shdl beno
endN Isa. 9:7

OAnd people shdl flow unto it,Ocontinues Micah® prophecy. Human experience thus
far has been that when imperialistic govenments soughtto extend their sphees of
influence over other naions many fled for refugeinto other counties. But it will notbe
0 in the case of Christ@ kingdom As the people learn of its extending power they will,
astheprophe declares, flow into it.

Giving usfurthe details alongthis same ling, the prophesy continues, GAnd many
naionsshal come, and say, Come, and let usgo up to themountin of theLORD, E and
hewill teach usof hisways, and we will walk in his pahs OBy thetime this portion of
theprophecy isfulfilled, thenaionswill have learned thefutility andfolly of their own
ways. Failure having attended ther every effort to save theworld from chaosand ruin,
they will then beready to look to him alonewho can providethesolution, even Christ,
theonewho by tha time will berecognized as therightful king of earth.

And when the nationsare willing to learn the LORD@ ways and apply them, what will
betheresult? It will beamog happy result, for theprophecy declares that they will beat
thar swordsinto plowshares and their spearsinto pruninghooks and tha they shdl learn
war no more. Human wisdom has always contended that the only way to keep the peace
isto be prepared for war, butthis order will bereversed by earth@ new king, for as the



naionscome unde the hdlowed influence of thekingdomlaws, theresources of the
earth, which formerly were diverted to providethesinews of war, will be used to supply
the people with the necessities of life.

Neither shdl they learn war any more! Think of the far-reaching changes in human
outlook and experience these few wordsimply! They do away with peacetime
congriptionsand wartime drafts. They assure themothers of al naionsthat they will not
beraisingthar sonsto beused as cannonfodde. They do away with militarism in all its
ugly forms. They take away fear from the hearts of the people, for all realize tha when
thenaionsno longe learn war, they will notengagein war. Thank God for a program of
education which omits from its curriculum the strategy of war!

UNDER VINE AND FIG TREE

Because the people will then learn and practice theways of peace and righteousess
they will have econormic security. This assurance is given usin that beautiful picture of
every man sitting unde hisvineandfig tree. Thisisjug another way of saying tha unde
the administration of Christ@ kingdomtheresources of the earth will beavailable to all
and tha therights of all to share in those resources will be guaanteed by thelaws of the
divinekingdom Because this will betrue, the prophecy adds OAnd noneshdl make
them afraid.OThank God for this assurance of freedomfrom fear.

Noneshdl make them afraid! Fear of aggression haunts the mindsof al people today,
and thisfear is notlimited to the possible or threatened aggression of nations Econonic
aggression, with its resulting price goughig, inflicts equdly severe suffering uponthe
masses. So fear, engendeared by man@ inhumanity to man alongmany lines, continues to
destroy the heritage of peace and joy which istheright of every human being, whose
origind parents were created in theimage of God. Unde the laws of Christ@ kingdom
tha rightwill berestored, for then noneshdl make them afraid.

DEATH DESTROYED

As beautiful and reassuring as the prophecy of Micah is, it does not present the full
plan of God pertaining to human destiny unde therulership of Christ. A world without
war and thefear of war would beavastly better world than the onetha is now coming to
an end. Andif we added to this the certainty of econonic security for al, we would have
aworld of the sort that philosophe's have dreamed aboutbut could never establish.
However, there would still be other fears, as well as sorrow and pan and degth.

Yes, there would still bethefear of desth, and because of the grotesqueteachingsof
the Dark Ages, there would befear of what lies beyonddeath. There would still bethe
need for hogitals and dodors and morticians But thank God for the other promises of
his Word which assure ustha even sickness and degath, with all ther attendant evils, are
to bedestroyed by thereign of Christ.

We have already noted Paul@® assurance of the destruction of death in the kingdomof
God. Now note the prophecy of Isaiah 25:6-9. In the prophecy, even asin the prophesy of
Micah, thekingdomof the LORD is symbolized by a mountin, and we aretold tha in
this mountain, death will beswallowed upin victory, andtha QheLord God will wipe
away tears from off all facesE Andit shal besaid in tha day,Ocontinues the prophe,
QL0, thisis our God; we have waited for him, E we will beglad and rejoicein his
salvationO



This hopeof salvationfor adyingrace isreferred to by the Apodle Peter in the New
Testament. In Peter@ prophey, hetells of the pupoge of Christ@ Second Advent, that it
will bring aboutwha he describes as Qimes of restitution of al things which God hath
spoken by the mouth of al his holy prophes since theworld began.O(Acts 3:19-21) We
areindeed glad for theinformation tha the secondcomingis notto result in the
destruction of everything, induding theearth, butrather, therestitution or restoration of
all things Thiswill mean restoration to hedlth for theliving, and aso theresurrection of
thedead.

The second presence of Christ is aready resultingin thedestruction of this present evil
order of thingspreparatory to hisrulership of jugice and love But thisisthedestruction
merely of the selfish ingitutionsof men. Thehuman race, thelivingand thedead, if
obalient to God®laws, are to berestored to tha which was log because of sin. Man did
notlose ahomein heaven, but on earth. The earth was made for man, and when man was
created hewas given dominion over theearth. But thisdominion, and his life also, were
log asaresult of Sin. Thislog paradiseisto berestored, andit isthis work of restoration
which is described by the Apodle Peter as Gimes of restitution of all thingsOHe declares
tha this grand purpose of God had been foretold by his holy prophets since theworld
began, oneof the examples of this propheic testimony beng God® promise to Abraham.

Another of these propheic utterances descriptive of restitution blessingscoming to the
people unde the administration of Christ@ kingdam is tha which has already been
quotedN that blessed promise that death will be swallowed up in victory, and that the
Lord Godwill wipeaway tears from off all faces. Think of the changein human
experience tha will be God will wipe away thetears of the people by removing the
cause of ther sorrow; and think of the many causes of sorrow there arein theworld today
andwha it will mean to al mankind when these are removed!

THE DESIRE OF ALL NATIONS

Another of God® prophas, in describing the times of restitution, declared tha Qhe
desire of al nationsshal come.(Hag. 2:7) All naionsdesire pesce; they desire security
agang aggression; they desire progerity for ther people; and the Prophd David declares
of earth@new king, Christ Jesus, tha (he shdl judgethe poorof the people, heshdl save
the children of the needy, and shdl break in pieces the oppressor.(N Ps. 72:4

In another restitution promise, the Prophé Isaiah declares that thenN that is, duringthe
reign of Christ and his churchN Ghadl thelame man leap as an hartt, and thetongueof the
durmb shal sing.OHe aso says tha the Geyes of the blind shal be opened, and the ears of
the desf shdl beungoppel.O(Isa. 35) This, doubtess has reference to those who are
blind and deaf to thethingsof God. Of these there are millions for the Apogle Paul tells
ustha thegodof this present evil world, who is Satan the Devil, has blinded the eyes of
all whowill bedieve not, and thushas prevented them from knowing and loving and
praising thetrue God of loveN 11 Cor. 4:4

Another of God® prophas, describing the blessingsof restitution from still another
angle, says of that thousand years of Christ@® reign tha then theknowledgeof theglory
of theLORD shdl fill theearth asthewaters cover the sea. (Hab. 2:14) No longe will
the people worship a diversity of godsand sponr conflicting religiousbdiefs. On this
point another prophecy declares that God will Qurn to the people a pure languaye [or
message],Oand tha they will Gall uponthe name of the LORD to serve him with one



conent.O(Zeph. 3:9) Then the people will befree to worship and serve thetrue God of
lovewith their whole heart and with trueundestanding.

In the Book of Revelation we have another wondeful promise of theblessingstha will
come to the people during thereign of Christ. It declares that then Qhere shdl beno more
death, nather sorrow, nor crying, neither shdl there beany more pan: for theformer
thingsare passed away.ON Rev. 214

It isdifficult to imagineaworld in which there is no death, but God has promised tha
it shdl beso, and we bdieve it and take courage. If such a promise were made by one
less powerful than God we might bejudified in doubting. But the Creator is able to fulfill
such promises, for heis thefountin-source of life. On him we live, and move, and have
our being,Odeclared the Apodle Paul.N Acts 17:28

We do not unde'stand wha makes uslive, and what gives us strength to move, but God
does, and heis abundantly able to give life everlasting to all who will obey thelaws of
Christ@ kingdom Andit isjug this that he has promised to do. It is for this purpoe that
Chrigt returnsand establishes his kingdom The Scriptures state, however, that any who,
unde thefavorable conditionsof tha time, refuse to bdieve and obey will, as Peter puts
it, (e destroyed from amongthe people.O(Acts 3:23) Everlasting life will begiven only
to those who qudify throughbdief and obedience.

A MESSAGE OF HOPE

Andthisistheglorioushopewhich can now be hdd out to the people of a distressed
andfear-filled world. It isaglorioushope andin prodaiming it we are following the
suggestion of the prophé when hewrote, CBay to them that are of afearful heart, Be
strong, fear not behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a
recompense; hewill come and save you(N Isa. 354

One of the descriptive names given to our day in prophecy isthe Day of Vengeance. It
is atime when God@ righteousange is beng manifested in the overthrow of age-old
systems and ingitutionsof sin and oppression. While fear and distress are experienced by
the people as aresult of the uprooting of this present evil world, the ultimate purpo<e of
God isto save the people from sin and death through the establishment of Christ@
kingdom Hence we can say to theworld today, to this fear-filled world, Grear not,Ofor
divineinterventionin theaffairs of men will soonbring peace and health and lifeN yea,
the oppotunity for everlasting salvationN to all the families of the earth.



