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AS THE great international struggle continues, and its cruel devastations
increase, student of prophecy are properly aert in an effort to determine
as nearly as possible just what phase of the "last-days" scenes we are
now witnessing; and whether or not the "Armageddon of the Scripturesis
yet taking place. This makes an interesting study, and the prophecies
bearing upon the subject furnish much food for thought.

What is"Armageddon? Has it begun? When and how will it end? These
are questions to which al Christians might well give careful and
prayerful consideration, in view of the present nation-weakening conflict
which threatens to engulf the whole word in its flames.

The term " Armageddon is of Hebrew origin, and isidentified
geographicaly and historicaly as the Hill of Megiddo, which means the
"Mount of Destruction." The word appears only once in the Bible, and
that isin our text-Re 16:16. The Hill of Megiddo occupied a very
drategic podition in the ancient Holy Land, commanding asit did an
important pass into the hill country. The generd locality of Megiddo was
the great battle ground of Palestine. Here many of the important battles
of Old Testament history were fought. Here Gideon and his three
hundred routed and defeated the Midianites; here King Saul was defeated
by the Philistines; here also King Ahab, and his wife Jezebel lived, and
here Jezebel finally met a horrible death.

The preponderance of Scriptura testimony indicated that the term
"Armageddon is used in Reveation symbalicaly and is not intended
primarily to identify any particular site, geographicaly, where the death
struggle of adying world is to take place. Babylon of the Old Testament
was alocation, but Babylon of Revelation is symbolic. Egypt of the Old
Testament was alocation, but Egypt of Revelation is symbolic. Jezebel
of the Old Testament was a literal, wicked woman, but Jezebel of
Reveation is a symbolic woman. Obvioudly, then, if we interpret the
prophecies congstently, we must conclude that while Megiddo of the
Old Testament was a location, yet "Armageddon of Revelation is
symbalic.

Each of the symbols used in Revelation (in fact, in the entire Bible) is
employed by the Lord because of thoughts that are connected with it,
either by its natural characteristics or historical associations. Thus for
example, agoat, being a stubborn anima, is used by God to represent
those who willfully oppose Hiswill. " sheep, on the other hand, being



docile, easily led and dependent, is used to represent those who in full
submission to the divine will gladly follow the Good Shepherd.

The prophecies in which are depicted the troublous scenes with which
this present evil world comes to an end employ a great variety of
symbols such as storms, clouds, fire, winds, darkness, earthquakes,
floods, raging seas, etc. Each of these literal things possesses
characteristics which makes it serve fittingly as a symbol of one or more
of the realities of the prophetic "time of trouble" that is now being
experienced by the world. It isin keeping with this gptness in the use of
symbols that the Lord employs the term " Armageddon; His purpose
being to thus call our attention to a certain aspect of the closing scenes of
the age which otherwise we might easily overlook.

It isfrom the historical setting of "Armageddon that we learn its
symbolic meaning. "'S aready noted, many of the important battles of
Israel were fought on or near the Hill of Megiddo. Israel was God's
nation, hence the Scriptures represent the Lord as directing the issue of
Isradl’ s battles. Many nations since that ancient time have claimed and
believed that God was fighting with and for them, but in the case of
ancient Israel it was actualy so.

God did not always give them immediate victory, because in some cases,
such as with King Saul, there were important lessons for that typical
people to learn that could be learned only through defeat. Often Israel
transgressed God's law. For this they were punished, sometimes by the
armies of their enemies. But whether in victory or in defeat, God directed
the issue. Thisis the important factor that comesto light in connection
with the battles fought at Megiddo which has not been true in connection
with the battles of other nations.

The Bible is not done in its use of the historical setting of a battle-

ground to convey a certain lesson. Today we do the same thing in our use
of the term "Waterloo." When we say that someone meets his Waterloo
there is no thought of location but merely of a defeat which the
association of the origina Waterloo immediately suggest to the reader.
And now we have "Pearl Harbor" which has become symbolic of a
sneak-attack by an unannounced enemy.

God Directions " Armageddon Issue

Evidently it is because God directs the issue in the final battle of the age,
that " Armageddon is used as one of the symbols by which it is
prophetically described. There are many other characteristics of this
battle, and these are represented by other symbols, but the " Armageddon
factor is avery prominent one, and to the Christian one of vital concern.
It isindeed important to redlize that the final outcome of the present
distress of nations is not in the hands of selfish earthly rulers, but that the
pattern of the world of tomorrow is that of the Kingdom of Christ. Itis
reassuring to know that during the next thousand years the nations are to



be governed within the framework of the Messianic Kingdom, and are
not to be tyrannically subjected to the yoke of totalitarianism.

Rightful Ruler Takes Over

When Zedekiah, the last Jewish King was overthrown, God permitted the
Gentiles, beginning with Babylon, to exercise dominion over the affairs

of the world. The prophet then stated that this Gentile rulership would
continue "until He comes whose right it is." Other prophecies indicate
that this lease of power to the Gentiles was to extend over a period of
2520 years. It began in 606 B.C., hence would end in 1914 " .D.

The outbreak of the first World War in 1914 congtitutes substantial proof
that He whose right it is there took action against the kingdoms of this
world. In Revelation 11:17,18, the transfer of earth’s sovereignty, when
the kingdoms of this world became the Kingdom of God, and of His
Chrigt, is said to result, first of dl, in the nations becoming angry. Here
we are also told that this would take place in the day of the Lord’ s wrath.

Certainly the nations did become angry in 1914, and as a result of what
began there, well nigh all of the hereditary rulers of Europe lost their
thrones, the whole fabric of civilization was weakened. We mention
these well-known facts in order to establish the point of time from which
we may properly consider that "Michael," representing God, has been
directing the overthrow of Satan’s empire preparatory to the
establishment of His own Kingdom of righteousness.

The period beginning in 1914, which isfindly to culminate in the full
establishment and manifestation of the Messianic Kingdom, is varioudy
designated in the Scriptures as the "day of vengeance,” the "day of the
Lord," the "day of wrath," etc. { Zep 3:8 Jod 2:1 Psdlms 110:5} The
prophet declares that in this "day of Hiswrath" the Lord will "strike
through kings." Thisindicates divine intervention in the rulership of
earth. It is because the final issue of this present distressing period of
trangition is being divindly directed, that it is cdled the "day of the
Lord," His"day of vengeance," etc.

Preliminary Skirmishes

Keeping in mind the particular symbolism of "Armageddon, namely, that
of divine intervention and direction, it seems proper to think of the entire
"time of troubl€e" which takes place during the day of the Lord's wrath as
included init. The climax of that trouble is referred to in Revelation

16:18 as a great "earthquake" such as was not since men were upon the
earth. "n earthquake, in prophecy, symbolizes socid revolution, and the
indication is that man-made governments are to be overthrown in
preparation for the Kingdom of the Lord.

Danidl’s prophecy of the "time of trouble,” like the Revelator’ s reference
to the great "earthquake," declares it to be such as never was since there



was a nation. This indicates that the trouble of this whole period of the
Lord s wrath upon the nations will crescendo to the "earthquake" phase
which will be the climax of "Armageddon. Meanwhile, the preiminary
skirmishes are being fought. Already, the Lord is, as the prophecies said
He would do, "striking through kings' in this day of Hiswrath. Every
phase of this day of Hiswrath. Every phase of this"last days" distress
upon the nations has to do with the overthrow of Satan’s empire. Note,
for example, the prophecy of Isaiah 13:4-13. We quote:

"The noise of amultitude in the mountains, like as of a great people; a
tumultuous noise of the kingdoms of nations gathered together: the Lord
of hosts mistruth the host of the battle. They come from afar country,
from the end of heaven, even the Lord, and the weapons of his
indignation, to destroy the whole land. Howl ye; for the day of the Lord
is a hand; it shall come as a destruction from the Almighty. Therefore
shdll al hands be faint, and every man’'s heart shall melt: and they shall
be afraid: pangs and sorrows shall take hold of them; they shdl bein
pain as awoman that travaileth: they shall be amazed one at another;
their faces shall be as flames. Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, cruel
both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and he shall
destroy the sinners thereof out of it. For the stars of heaven and the
congtellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened
in his going forth, and the moon shal not cause her light to shine. And |
will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and

I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the
haughtiness of the terrible.... Therefore | will shake the heavens, and the
earth shall remove out of her place, in the wrath of the Lord of hosts, and
in the day of hisfierce anger.”

Note the manner in which the prophet links the "battle" to which the
"Lord of hosts mistruth the host,” with the "wrath of the Lord of hosts."
Isaiah aso shows that the period in which these events occur is the "day
of the Lord," and explains that this "day" comes as a "destruction from
the "dmighty." In this prophecy the expression “travail," "shaking,"
"sorrows,” "darkness," etc., are used, and doubtless thisis one of the
prophecies which guided Jesus and the apostlesin their forecasts
pertaining to the last days in which they, too, used these symbals.
Clearly, the prophet reveals that al of these events and conditions are a
part of the one great "battle” in which evil is dethroned, and the Kingdom
of righteousness established in its place.

When we take this larger, more comprehensive view of al that is
involved in the "Armageddon picture, then the historical background of
the word takes on a more illuminating significance. While God directed
the issues of the battles fought at Megiddo, the divine strategy was not
always the same. In the case of the Midianites they were caused to turn
on and destroy each other. In other instances God helped His people
miraculoudy. It seems reasonable to conclude that in using
"Armageddon as a symbol of the battle in which the forces of evil are
defeated and the Kingdom of God established in their place, God
intended that we should take note of this variety of ways He then fought






will go forth to fight against Isradl’ s enemies as He did in the days of old.
We have already seen that in the days of old the Lord used various
methods in fighting against Isragl’ s enemies. Evidently the same isto be
true now.

In Ezekiel’ s description of the attack against Israel (Ezek. chapters 38
and 39) he quotesthe Lord as saying, " | will cal for asword against him
throughout all My mountains, saith the Lord God: every man’s sword
shall be againgt his brother. And | will plead against him with pestilence
and with blood; and | will rain upon him, and upon his bands and upon
the many people that are with him, an overflowing rain, and great
hailstones, fire and brimstone.”

Here are enumerated many of the methods by which the Lord fought for
His people "in the days of old." "Every man’s sword shall be against his
brother,” as with the Midianites; and besides, there will be the more
spectacular demongtrations of "pestilence,” "great hailstones,” "fire," and
"brimgtone." How much of thiswill have aliterd fulfillment remainsto
be seen; but of this we can be certain, that when the Lord finally delivers
Isradl from the dilemma into which we can even now see the paganized
nations maneuvering them, there will be no doubt as to who made
possible the victory.

Thusit is apparent that from the very beginning of "Armageddon to the
final end, when Israel is delivered, the Lord directs the issue. In the early
stages of that struggle, however, the nations themselves are not aware of
what is transpiring. It is not until the very climax of the struggle that the
eyes of the nations are opened, and this occurs when they behold the
miraculous deliverance of Isragl.

We have briefly identified the beginning and end of " Armageddon, and
have seen that in this beginning and ending of sorrows, two phases of the
struggle are apparent. While these two phases of "Armageddon are in one
sense widely separated from each other, yet they are very definitely
related. For example, as aresult of nations rising against nations and
kingdoms against kingdoms in the year 1914, Palestine was wrested from
the Turks, and the Jews were permitted to return there under the
protection of the League of Nations, and to rebuild much of that ancient
land. It will be in the attempt to wrest these gains from Israel, and to
annihilate them entirely from being afactor in world affairs, that God

will further and decisively show His hand in ddivering them.

Additional Spasmsof Travail

But within the framework of the " Armageddon picture, other phases of
trangition are prophesied, and these prophecies are now being fulfilled.
Isaiah (Ch. 13:8) and St. Paul (1 Thessaonians 5:3)illustrate these
phases of the struggle by calling them "pangs' or "spasms' of travail.
These are fitting symbols indeed, for "Armageddon is a travail upon the
nations which finaly results in the birth of a new order-God' s world of
tomorrow.



For want of more adequate terminology we might speak of the spasms of
trouble as being war, revolution, and anarchy. The prophecies indicate
that the trouble is divided into three general stages, athough the terms
we have used do not fully describe al thet isinvolved in "Armageddon.
One of the prophecies in which the threefold nature of the "time of
trouble" seems indicated is that of Daniel 2:34,35,45, where the image
representing Gentile dominion is said to be (1) smitten, (2) ground to
powder, and (3) blown away as chaff from the summer threshing floor.

However, to get the complete picture of al that isinvolved in the full
overthrow of Satanic rulership as it has been represented in the kingdoms
of thisworld, many prophecies need to be taken into consideration. The
first assault againgt this citadel of evil, which began in 1914, resulted in
the overthrow of nearly al of the hereditary rulers of the old world.
These claimed to rule by divine right, and in their rulership they were
either united with the Church, or else had the blessing and recognition of
the Church.

This whole structure was terribly weakened as a result of the first World
War. Nations there rose against nations to make an end of war and to
make the world safe for democracy. But the world wasn't made safe
from anything. It was made certain, however that further trouble would
come, and it did come. Even before the first phase of the struggle was
over, the second got under way. The revolutionary spirit seized hold
upon Russia, and both the pre-1914 civil government as well as the
Church'’s strangle hold upon the benighted people, were overthrown.

Revolution Continues

But the Russian Revolution, although probably the most outstanding in

al history, was, nevertheless, but the beginning of a series of revolutions
(earthquakes in divers places) that were to engulf one country after
another. It was, indeed, the beginning of a revolutionary movement
which today is headed up into what is now fredly caled aworld
revolution. It is arevolution in which, according to Herr Hitler, one
world is struggling to overthrow another, though war in one of the means
used.

Thus, on even amore gigantic scale than was true in 1914, the forces of
Satan’s empire are pitted against each other. Both sides, of course, hope
to win, but both sides will lose. Neither side yet knows that the redl
world of the future is neither to be democratic nor totditarian, but isto
be the Kingdom of Christ. And this, after al, iswhat al right-thinking
people desire. Bishop Miguel Deuteronomy Andrea of Buenos Aires,
quotes President Roosevelt as saying: "The only aim worthy of mankind
that can compensate for its sorrows is the speedy and world-wide
establishment of the Kingdom of Christ among men, not only in word

but in spirit and in fact.”

The various individua revolutions have not aways followed the same



pattern, except that they have represented the overthrow of the pre-1914
governments. Today, however, these varied revolutionary ideals and
theories are gradually being blended in viewpoint and it is now generdly
recognized that the end of the war will find the governments of al
nations controlled by increasing communistic influences.

In redlity, therefore, what is sometimes called the second World War, is
in redlity also the spearhead of the world revolution phase of
"Armageddon.

Religion Overthrown

In this world war-revolution by which the pre-1914 governments and
ideologies are being overthrown, other important things are taking place.
Rdigious influence in governments is now declining. Witness what has
aready occurred in Russia. When the spirit of revolution grips a people,
they do not stop to pick and choose-they overthrow everything connected
with the systems which they believe have been responsible for the evils
they have suffered. So the Church in Russia was overthrown.

The Nazism of Germany is aso largely pagan, and gives very little
consideration to the Church. It is perhaps true, however, that Hitler
would consider co-operating with the Pope in order to further his own
selfish ambitions. Perhaps some temporary scheme of this kind may yet
be evolved. Be that asit may, it is not difficult to see that if once
Communism sweeps Europe both Catholic and Protestant religion will be
virtualy destroyed in al that territory. It isto this no doubt that Isaiah
(Isaigh 13:13) and Jesus { Lu 21:25,26} and Peter { 2Pe 3:10} refer in
their references to the shaking and dissolving of the symbolic heavens-
the powers of spiritua control. The pre-1914 order of things depended
upon this religious control to help maintain the status quo of that
civilization.

Already we can see the wide extent to which the powers of the heavens
have been shaken. The leaders of what iseft of civilization see this and
to a considerable extent it is the cause of the fear that is now filling their
hearts. From the human standpoint, there is adequate cause for this fear.
The depraved and selfish instincts of fallen and oppressed humanity,
when aroused against rea and fancied ills, and without any religious
restraints, will inflict terrible vengeance upon the institutions which they
have been led to believe responsible for their privations and sufferings.

This darkening of the symbolic sun and moon (other symbolisms
denoting much the same things as the shaking of the heavens) seemsto
be included in the revolutionary phase of "Armageddon. The destruction
of Churchianity isanatura part of the social revolution in which the
people, under the leadership of those who have risen from their own
ranks, seek to make an end to al the elements of the pre-1914 world
order.

To follow the logical trend of the present socid revolution that is






everlasting, because al who obey the new Kingdom will have their
hedlth restored, and will, if they "Armageddon obedient, live forever.

Moreover, even the dead are to be raised in order that they too may enjoy
the life-giving blessings that no conqueror has ever been able to give to
his subjects but God can and will give them. It isin the knowledge of His
ability and purpose to thus restore all who lose their livesin

"Armageddon that we are able to see divine love and justice in the
method His wisdom has chosen to overthrow. Satan’s rule over the
people.

This means that the millions who lose their lives in the struggle are, from
God' s standpoint, merely asleep. Divine power will awaken them in the
morning of the new day. They will thus have an opportunity to see the
fina outcome of "Armageddon; and without doubt most of them will
gladly take the oath of alegiance to the King of kings and Lord of lords,
who then will be the King ruling from "sea to see, and from the river
unto the ends of the earth.” -Ps 72:1-13

Yes, al the dead are to be raised during that thousand years of the
Messianic Kingdom, So that the suffering of mankind throughout al the
ages will not have been in vain. It has been a hard experience, but the
lessons to be learned therefrom will yet be of inestimable vaue, in that
they will increase appreciation for the blessings of life to be dispensed by
aGod of love. Through this experience al mankind will learn the terrible
results of disobeying divine law. By contrast, when the Kingdom
blessings are showered upon them, they will learn of the divine goodness
and their hearty response will be:

"Lo, thisis our God, we have waited for Him, we will be glad and rejoice
in Hissavation." -1sa 25:6-9.
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